
SIDE WALK EMPIRE - CAMERA SCRIPT 
 

 
Scene 1: An early morning haze descends over a 1920s New York skyline. A line of hard 

working pigeons sit on an extended girder similar to the famous “workers at lunch” scene, 

enjoying their well earned lunch break. The pigeon sitting on the end chuckles slightly and 

slips forward off of his perch and falls, the others aghast. However, he ascends back up 

into his seat and continues eating with his associates. Down on the sidewalk, another 

more business orientated pigeon, Frank, walks briskly towards his Chrysler waiting a few 

yards away. His chauffeur acknowledges him and smiles, removes his hat and opens the 

passenger door. Frank ignores him and steps inside. The chauffeur is visibly bitter about it. 

 

Scene 2: Inside his car, Frank opens his briefcase and reviews his papers smugly. After 

shuffling for a few seconds he returns them to the case and sets them aside. His 

expression is concrete, and he looks forward as the cars pulls into his destination. 

 

Scene 3: Upon arriving on Wall Street, Frank makes his way over to the Stock Market 

Exchange building, and confidently heads into the entrance. As he approaches the kiosk 

he opens his briefcase and removes his papers and shares certificates in Birdseed Co. 

Frank glances up at the kiosk to realise the value of his shares have drastically fallen. 

Shocked, he begins to panic, and to his dismay the shares continue to drop right down to a 

fraction of their original value. Quivering and overwhelmed with anger and desperation he 

drops his briefcase, his papers scattering over the floor surrounding him. His suit starts to 

dishevel and his tie and collar become skew-whiff. Broken, Frank drags himself towards 

the exit and into the cold afternoon air. He advances towards his car, but is awestruck as it 

drives away right in front of his eyes. Again, he picks himself up and slowly walks towards 

the subway. 
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Scene 4: Frank hobbles down the damp stone steps and into the bleak lighting of the 

underground. He approaches the platform edge as the train pulls in, and gets on hesitantly. 

His fellow commuters pay him no attention as he slouches down onto the tattered seats. 

 

Scene 5: Parked outside the Cootin Club are elegant and pristine cars much like his own. 

Monitoring the entrance to the doors stand a couple of well-suited gangsters whom eyeball 

Frank as he enters the club.  Amongst the downbeat jazz and smooth dancing of other 

patrons, he waddles up to the bar and quenches himself with a large glass of whiskey on 

the rocks. The barman in front of him polishes a glass as Frank leans onto the surface of 

the bar. Frank reflects on his day and ponders his future as a stock broker, consumed over 

his losses and overwhelmed with defeat. After a short while, his concentration is broken 

when he receives a small tap on his shoulder. Glancing around, he is surprised to see a 

young, attractive female smiling brightly at him with an extended wing towards him. He 

hesitates slightly, but puts his wing on hers and lifts himself off his seat. Making their way 

over to the dance floor, Frank gradually dismisses all his previous sorrow and joins Betty in 

swing dancing. The other members of the club join in the dancing and the mood is lifted. 

 

Scene 6: Throughout the night, Frank and Betty spend their time dancing with each other, 

drinking and smoking, and enjoying each other's company. As the night comes to a close, 

Frank helps Betty with her coat and opens the door to the club. He joins her outside in the 

calm street of Manhattan, enveloped in the bright moonlight. He takes her wing, and 

together they slowly make their way down the street, captivated by the eventful evening 

that just took place. 
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